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Thugse Dawa Gyaltshen not only carried on the family and
religious lines of his father Pema Lingpa but was also a master
predicted in prophecies and well known as an incarnation of
Hayagriva, the wrathful manifestation of Avalokitesvara. His
religious activities and influence in the areas of Bhutan and Tibet,
which he earned through his teachings in general and expertise to
avert Mongol forces in particular, were comparable to those of
Pema Lingpa. In this new publication of his biography written by
Jatshon Mebar, we can find a historical writing of literary
excellence laden with accounts of Dawa Gyaltshen’s life and the
socio-political and religious situation of Bhutan in his time.
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Editor’s Preface

his is the second book we are bringing out in our series of
biographical and historical literature from Bhutan. The main
intention of publishing this edition is to make the book available

to both the readers in the Himalayan region who read Chokey (¥

) or Classical Tibetan and scholars and researchers who work
on life writings in the Himalayan Buddhist cultures. The first type
of readers today suffer from the onslaught of English because this
global language is emerging as the lingua franca in the places
such as Bhutan to the detriment of local languages and cultures.
As a result, the literatures in local languages are getting
increasingly neglected. By the same token, the researchers
working on Bhutanese and Himalayan history in other parts of
the world are deprived of access to rare sources on Bhutanese
history.

Our aim for publishing the biography in its original form
in Classical Tibetan with footnotes showing variant readings and
an introduction in English is to fulfil the needs and wishes of both
groups of readers. For a detailed explanation of educational and
intellectual needs and our hopes to address the problems and fill
the gap, I refer the readers to my preface to the first book in the
serious, The Autobiography of Terton Pema Lingpa: A Brilliant and
Beautiful Rosary of Gems. It is our hope that this edition which is
reproduced in nice typeface with proper layout and design in a
bound book format will make the biography accessible and easy
to read for the traditional readers who would read this biography
for its liberative and edificatory purpose.

The biography of Thugse Dawa Gyaltshen has generally
remained inaccessible and unknown due to its rarity as well as the

iii
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obscurity of the text. As the original manuscripts are in the Ume
(3337 script, which most people in Bhutan cannot read today, the

biography has remained beyond the literary grasp of the
Bhutanese. We hope that this edition in easily readable Tshuyig

(F~&a) or Uchen (33%%) will be welcomed by the Bhutanese

readers who are interested in knowing the life and works of one of
Bhutan’s prominent religious figures. The introduction in English
is specifically written with the hope of enticing Bhutanese, who
have received modern education in English, to the original voice
of the author in its original idiom. In the same way, we hope our
efforts to do a mild text critical edition by retaining variant
readings in footnotes will be appreciated by scholars and
philologists who are interested in knowing the genealogy of the
texts.

For this edition, we have used two editions, which were
available to us for textual comparison. The first one is a
manuscript, which is in the possession of Dasho Sangay Dorji. We
are grateful to him for sharing this manuscript, which is beautiful
crafted on traditional paper made from daphne bark. There is no
information available on the history and provenance of the book
and but the book appears to be at least a couple centuries old. It is
about 7.5cm in width and 31.5 in length with five lines on each
page. The second exemplar we have used is a facsimile copy of an
ancient manuscript of the biography from the monastery of
Sumra Sa-ngag Choling in Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh. The copy
was published by Urgyan Dorji and later scanned by Tibetan
Buddhist Resource Center (W21555) and made available as pdf
alongside the biography of Guru Rinpoche revealed by Pema
Lingpa. The book, measuring 14cm x 36cm, is written in a coarse
Ume script and has six lines per page.

In our references, the first manuscript is labeled SD (for
Sangay Dorji) and the second called Sumra for its place of origin.
The text critical study of several variations and errors, as we will
show later, conclusively proves that the Sumra version is based on
the SD manuscripts or a very faithful copy of it. Wherever both

iv
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the versions are incorrect grammatically or orthographically, we
have corrected them and preserved the original readings in the
footnotes. The corrections or changes we made in the main text
could have been inserted in parentheses to mark the extent we
edited but this made it cumbersome for readers who are not
interested in philological study and textual history. Thus, we have
dropped the use of parenthesis in the main text except to mark the
original folio number of the SD edition, which we used as the
main exemplar. An index of persons” and place names and a short
bibliography of directly relevant literature is included in the end
to help the readers.

The initial research for this publication took place through

the project entitled “The Historical Study and Documentation of
the Pad gling traditions in Bhutan” at the University of
Cambridge through funding from the Arts and Humanities
Research Council of the United Kingdom. The digital copies of the
SD manuscript were made in 2007 through this project. In
addition, the grants from the Endangered Archives Programme of
the British Library to explore and digitize Bhutan’s remote
monastic archives also helped us to undertake an extensive search
for the biography. The digital files for the Sumra manuscript was
obtained through the generosity of E. Gene Smith as part of his
TBRC digital collection.
Much of the work was done many years ago but the book has not
seen the light of day due to lack of funds to publish it. Thus, we
are very grateful to Padling Choeki Ga-tshal for the generously
sponsoring the publication of this and two other biographies in
this series. It is our fervent prayer that these books will hugely
benefit the scholars and monks working on Bhutan’s history and
culture and also help the general Bhutanese population in
understanding their past and appreciating their cultural heritage,
which continue to shape their character, identity, values,
aspirations and goals.






Introduction

he first book published in this series was the autobiography of

Pema Lingpa (1540-1521), Bhutan’s foremost spiritual figure.
Pema Lingpa is undoubtedly the most influential and wellknown
person born in the land, which constitutes modern Bhutan and is
today remembered as a cultural hero and spiritual father of the
country. He was a charismatic religious leader who attracted a large
following composed of people from all walks of life and the texts he
discovered as hidden treasures became popular classics for practice
and rituals across the Himalayan Buddhist world. Even after his
death, his legacy flourished and his teachings continued to spread
far and wide. Today, his teachings, practice and rituals continue to
thrive as a distinct set of religious knowledge and make up one of
the major religious traditions in Bhutan. The texts, practices, rituals
and the institutions, which ensued from him, have gradually shaped
Bhutan’s cultural identity and socio-political landscape.

However, the processes of extensive dissemination of Pema
Lingpa’s legacy within Bhutan and beyond and of its gradual impact
on Bhutan’s cultural formation and transformation could not have
happened without the efforts of Pema Lingpa’s prominent disciples
and descendants, who carried on his legacy after his death in 1521.
One such important figure behind the sustained and extensive
dissemination and promotion of Pema Lingpa’s legacy was his son
Dawa Gyaltshen (1499-1586), who gained during his lifetime a
religious stature, which was almost equal to Pema Lingpa’s. Dawa
Gyaltshen was instrumental in continuing and consolidating Pema
Lingpa’s legacy immediately after the latter passed away. It is thus
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quite appropriate that we are able to publish Dawa Gyaltshen’s
biography as the second book in the series.

The biographer
The biography of Dawa Gyaltshen was written by one of his
students, Jatshon Mebar, using the notes compiled by Gyepa,
probably Dawa Gyaltshen’s eldest grandson. We shall return to the
identity of Gyepa later but I shall start here with a few words on the
author of the biography. Jatshon Mebar alias Tenpai Jungne was the
son of Chogden Gonpo (1497-1557?), the immediate incarnation of
Dorji Lingpa (1346-1405) and a leading student of Pema Lingpa. In
the Biography, he often refers to himself as Gyalse (F¥¥) and
Tshultrim Dorji considers him an incarnation of Nub Sangay Yeshe
and describes him as a tantric master (¥9¥3&<).! Like his father
Chogden Gonpo and master Dawa Gyaltshen, Jatshon Mebar was a
treasure discoverer in his own right. According to the colophon of
this biography and Kongtrul Lodoe Thaye’s accounts, Jetson Mebar
was a hermetic saint blessed by the female divinity, dakini Gargyi
Wangchuk, popularly known as Zhingkyongma. Kongtrul states
that he was destined to extract the treasure text rIT'sa gsum zab mo
kun 'dus, from the threshold of Dudpo Lakhar but he failed to do so.?
However, the text was later revealed to him by his tutelary deity,
dakini Gargyi Wangchuk, in a vision but unfortunately the
transmission of this teaching is said to have been lost even by the
time of Kongtrul Yonten Thaye (1813-18997?).

Jatshon Mebar modestly denies that he is a learned scholar
with training in language, poetry, epistemology, logic and other
such fields of study.’ Apart from his ability to differentiate between

! Tshultrim Dorje (n.d.), f.25r.
2 Kongtrul Lodoe Thaye (1973), p. 496.
3 See Biography, p. ...
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‘mind and awareness’ due to the blessings of his tutelary deity
Gargyi Wangchuk, he says he is an ignorant person with no
expertise in exposition, composition and debate - the common
activities attributed to a learned scholar in the Indo-Tibetan
Buddhist tradition. Yet, the ability to distinguish innate awareness
from ordinary mind is no small achievement in a tantric Buddhist
world, which is steeped in spiritual practice focused on the
realisation of mind’s innate nature. Thus, implicitly, we are to
understand that it is Jatshon Mebar’s inner spiritual realisation,
rather than any accumulated learning, which enabled him to put
together this highly erudite biography of his master. It is widely
believed among followers of tantric Buddhism that a spiritual
realisation through meditation can lead to a sudden flow of
knowledge and scholarship.

If Jatshon Mebar did not receive formal education and
training as a scholar, his biography of his master certainly would
count as such a natural and spontaneous flow of scholarship
induced by internal realisation. It is neither short of philosophical
depth nor deprived of syntactical elegance. The terminologies he
uses betrays his familiarity with extensive Buddhist themes and
topics, and he also frequently takes the poetic licence, as a confident
scholar does, to portray an interesting imagery of his topic. A good
example is his exciting and intricate description of the vagina and
womb while discussing Dawa Gyaltshen’s conception. * His
knowledge of the Dzogchen tradition is particularly impressive and
it is here we hear his own voice and see his best strength. The
chapters I to VI, as we shall see, are in fact a quick and incisive
exposition of the cosmological and philosophical theories of
Dzogchen system of thought as a backdrop to Dawa Gyaltshen’s life
and works.

4Tbid., p. ...
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The historical anecdotes about Dawa Gyaltshen’s life seem to
have been mostly based on the notes he received from Gyepa. No
doubt, Jatshon Mebar also spent much time with Dawa Gyaltshen
and closely accompanied him as a student. Thus, many of the
accounts are also first hand reports and some of them on intimate
moments. For example, we find a passage about Jatshon Mebar
applying on Dawa Gyaltshen, who was in his old age and also in
poor health, some ointment while camping in Tibet. In course of the
massage, Jatshon Mebar first accidentally touches Dawa Gyaltshen’s
male organ. He then holds it in his hand and remarks: “This has
done a good job. We, the students are fortunate. This cute thing has
produced a male heir of sharp resemblance.”> Dawa Gyaltshen was
pleased by the remarks. The male heir the student was referring to
was Dawa Gyaltshen’s son Deva, in whom Dawa Gyaltshen held
high hopes.

In spite of these close encounters, the author regrets that he
was not able to offer much physical and material service to his guru,
who has raised him with great kindness since his childhood. The
biography was written at the request of one Tenzin, who is
described as the author’s heart friend and a patron of Buddhist
teachings. He is most likely Tenzin Norbu,® the rebirth of Karpo
Kunga Drakpa, the master who renovated Samye temple in 1513
and who was also a student of Pema Lingpa. This Tenzin is perhaps
also the person, who goes by the name Goegoe Tenzin and
requested Dawa Gyaltshen to allow his biography to be written
while the latter was in his deathbed.” The biography was perhaps
finished a couple years after the death of Dawa Gyaltshen as it
recounts in detail the funerary services carried out as a tribute to
Dawa Gyaltshen. Sadly, the author does not give the year of

S Tbid., p. ...
6 Ibid., p. ....
71bid., p. ....
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composition. His attention to dates, generally, is very poor leaving
the reader with no clue as to when the events took place. The
narrative is also not recorded in any chronological order apart from
following a very rough framework common to a hagiographical
work of this kind. The work starts with an over wide cosmological
and religious context, then narrows down to the birth of the subject
and finally ends with accounts of his death and funerary activities.

The cosmic and historical context

Jatshon Mebar starts the biography with two elegant verses of
salutation to Dawa Gyaltshen and declares that the latter’s
enlightened activities are immeasurable and unfathomable. Words
would fall short in sufficiently describing his life and works, and the
accounts presented here, he notes, are merely a droplet from the
ocean of Dawa Gyaltshen’s benevolent works. This is followed by a
chapter on the virtues and benefits of recollecting the life and works
of a guru through reading and writing. He presents here the main
purpose of reading and writing a biography of an enlightened
teacher. By recollecting the virtues and great qualities of the master’s
body, speech and mind, a reader would receive blessings from the
master and be inspired to emulate him. Next, Jatshon Mebar delves
into a presentation of the grand scheme of things by discussing the
macrocosmic worldview as espoused in Dzogchen thought before
narrowing it down to the life and milieu of his guru.

First, he presents the state of his guru in the Dharmakaya form
through the well known schema of the five-fold auspicious setting
(@ Ewy) of place, teacher, retinue, time and topic. This
contextualising discourse of the five-fold setting is a well known
pedagogic and narrative schema used by Indo-Tibetan Buddhist
scholars to present a didactic event, whether mythical or historical.
A religious sermon is often introduced through the enumeration
and description of the five factors of the setting. The auspicious
factors for the Buddha’s first sermon, for example are given as the
following:

The place: The Deer Park.
5



Introduction

The teacher:
The retinue:
The topic:
The time:

The Buddha.

The five mendicants.

The four noble truths.

The 4t day of the 6t month, seven weeks
after the Buddha’s enlightenment.

Jatshon Mebar presents a highly esoteric and philosophical account
of the five-fold setting in relation to the state of his guru as
Dharmakaya, based on the mystical ontology of Dzogchen.

The place:

The teacher:

The retinue:

The topic:
The time:

The realm of clear light known as
Adamantine Essence, which is unrestricted,
unlimited, immeasurable, pure, spontaneous
and unfabricated.

The union of the primordial Buddha
Samantabhadra and his consort, who in fact
are personifications of the innate awareness.

Innumerable  divinities  emerging as
spontaneous reflections of the innate
awareness.

The Dzogchen teachings.

Beyond past, present, future or
indefiniteness, when all thoughts are at rest.

Jatshon Mebar also describes the body, speech and mind of the
Buddha in the Dharmakaya form wusing thirty-six esoteric
characteristics and the three attributes of the Quintessential
Primordial Purity (X87377), Natural Spontaneity (*R'Qa’ﬁ"gi'ﬂq') and
All-encompassing Compassion ($¥2758%). These three concepts
define the primordial state of being in the Dzogchen system of
thought. These three characteristics respectively correspond to
emptiness, appearance and compassionate warmth of the original
and innate awareness, the ground from which all phenomena arise.

Next, Jatshon Mebar gives the reader a macrocosmic view of
the pure realm of Sambhogakaya. He presents, in Chapter III, the

6
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divine world of the Buddhas as an unrestricted and boundless flow
of enlightenend energy, which are not reified or contaminated by

dualistic thoughts. The universe is called Tshangpa Ngadra (F28<ZY)
and in it manifests the Buddha Namnang Gangchentsho (33 §x7raras
&) in the form of the Buddhas of the five families. In Chapter IV,

Jatshon Mebar deals with the activities of the Nirmanakaya form of
the Buddha by explaining both the process in which the impure
phenomenal world evolved out of the pure primordial ground and
the process of the Buddha’s enlightened works to redeem the
sentient beings. In Dzogchen thought, the “original sin’, as it were,
was the accidental reification and dualistic apprehension of the
unrestricted and spontaneous flow of innate awareness and its own
dynamic appearance and expression. Like a performer momentarily
mesmerized by the reflection of his/her own performance and
mistaking it for an external show, the innate awareness
misapprehends its own appearance to be an external object thus
giving rise to subject-object dualism.

This first moment of ignorance then leads to a process of gross
reification and emotions. The dynamic expressions of enlightenment
are mistaken for ordinary phenomena, such as the appearance of
five male Buddhas are mistaken for five aggregates and the five
female Budddhas for five elements. The misunderstanding
aggravates to produce the phenomenal experience of the cycle of
existence, the six realms of sentient beings and the concomitant
suffering. Jatshon Mebar explains this spiritually regressive process

through the schema of the three types of the innate (¥§3a§v=),
imputed (1§§9%7¥=) and immediate (3323)=) ignorances. The realms
of sentient beings in the centre and four cardinal points are
presented as results of the confusion. The Buddhas who appear in
these worlds work on undoing this confusion.

The next chapter deals with the authenticity of the
transmission of the teachings, which the protagonist of the
biography espoused and promoted. The mode of transmission is
presented using the unique Nyingma theory of the mind

7
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transmission of the Buddhas (@N'q'ﬁﬁw"“gﬁ'), sign transmission of the
wisdom holders (iﬂ'qﬁﬁ'ﬂi'qgﬁ') and oral transmission of the people

(FUF5EY). In the last category, he explains the appearance of the
Buddhas in the fortunate aeon and particularly the life and works of
Guru Padmasambhava during the era of Buddha Shakyamuni.
Padmasambhava is credited with the transmission and propagation
of the tantric or Vajrayana teachings, having received and mastered
all the tantric teachings himself.

Jatshon Mebar dedicates Chapter VI to the exposition of
Dzogchen teachings. He goes on to give an interesting but
uncommon and farfetched etymological explanation of the

Dzogchen teachings (¥vEv=23%) using each letter in the phrase.
The profound path of Dzogchen is then presented through the dual
techniques of empowerment (7<) and instructions (&) both of
which he elaborates using various categories. A unique Dzogchen
addition of the empowerment of the dynamics of awareness (Ra=&
&WRARY) is made to the common categories of vase, secret, wisdom

and word empowerments. Similarly, while explaining instructions,
he highlights the special Dzogchen theory of following the dual

paths of Break-though or Trekcho (3%#5) and Transilience or
Thogal (85 with the three qualifications of bringing about a result
which does not come from a cause (gw«wg«n&ugwg’)/ Buddhahood
which does not arise from the mind (R&wasagaadszagsy) and
adopting instructions which does not rely on words (Fqaa¥a=iag

247). He also brings out Dzogchen categories of the five-fold Buddha

bodies and six forms of liberation through seeing, hearing, wearing,
touching, feeling and experiencing,.

Turning to the subject of the biography in Chapter VI, our
author list the various incarnations of Dawa Gyaltshen in his past
lifetimes. In Sukhavati pureland, he is Buddha Amitabha, who
manifests as Avalokitesvara to rescue the sentient beings from
suffering. Avalokitesvara manifests in his wrathful form, Hayagriva,

8
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to subjugate the unruly Rudra and Dawa Gyaltshen is said to be an
incarnation of this horse-headed deity. Among the list of his
preceding incarnations are King Tsuglazin, a Brahmin who took
birth as a human being for seven consecutive lifetimes, a certain
Maitri Joki, King Songtsen Gampo of Tibet and eventually after
many births, Dawa Drakpa, son of Jamyang Drakpa Rinchen, who
was his immediate precursor.

The real world of Dawa Gyaltshen
Having given the theological and spiritual backdrop, Jatshon Mebar
discusses, from Chapter VII, the actual life of Thugse Dawa
Gyaltshen. Dawa Gyaltshen was born in Chel valley of Bumthang in
the summer of Female Earth Sheep year, 1499, on the tenth day of
Monkey month. His father was Pema Lingpa and Jatshon Mebar
gives Rrimo (&%) for the name of his mother.* Although the author
gives ample information on Pema Lingpa, we are left with no
information on the identity of the mother. Instead, the author
praises her as an exceptional lady with noble qualities. The food she
cooked would possess a hundred flavours and the clothes she wove
would put celestial garments to shame. Her voice would change
one’s mood and her touch would fill one with bliss.” There is sparse
historical and social information to glean from Jatshon Mebar’s
eulogistic narration but his poetic presentation of the family
background, conception and birth and his hilarious metaphorical
description of the female genitalia and womb is a literary bonanza.
We know from Pema Lingpa’s biography that he had
multiple wives but there is no clue in the known sources as to who
they were and where they were from. Two recent sources give Sithar

8 Lam Sa-ngag (2005), vol. 3, p. 56 transcribes & 45 ‘Eﬁ
? See Biography, p.
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as the mother,'” perhaps assuming that Sithar is identical with
mother Thara mentioned several times in this biography. However,
it is very unlikely that the lady called Thara in this biography is
Dawa Gyaltshen’s mother as she died only in the final years of
Dawa Gyaltshen’s long life.!" Without new evidence, we can only
assert that Ama Rrimo in the Biography is one of the senior consorts
of Pema Lingpa.

It is fairly clear that Dawa Gyaltshen was the second son of
Pema Lingpa, the first one being Koncho Zangpo and the others
being Drakpa Gyalpo, Kunga Wangpo and Sangdag. He was born in
Chel before Pema Lingpa’s main seat of Tamzhing was established.
Like his father, Dawa Gyaltshen also learnt the crafts of blacksmith
and goldsmith, tailoring, woodwork and pottery. During his youth,
he travelled with his father, who was also his main teacher. We find
a clear description of young Dawa Gyaltshen’s journey to Shar
Dongkha in modern day Tawang with his father at the invitation of
King Jophak Darma. Dawa Gyaltshen acted as an assistant priest
during the ceremonies. A young man at that time, he also showed
his valour by taming a feral horse and left a handprint on the rock in
the process.

Although we have very little information about Dawa
Gyaltshen’s family life, it is plausible that Dawa Gyaltshen, like his
father Pema Lingpa, had a rather liberal attitude towards
relationships. This can be inferred from an anecdote in the
biography, in which Thubpa Tashi, the ruler of Chokhor teased
Thugse Dawa Gyaltshen at a festival gathering, saying: “You, sons
of Pema Lingpa, cannot take up the dharma you need. Instead, you
take on an unnecessary wife each and, still discontent, go on chasing

" Ngawang Choleg Zangpo & Sangay Dorji (2011), p. 69 and Gangteng
Shedra Editorial Committee (2008), p. 20.
' See Biography, p. 100
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other pretty women.”"? Thugse Dawa Gyaltshen, a little abashed,
responded that everything was illusion for him, and put his fist into
a hard rock.

According to the genealogist Lama Sa-ngag who cites
another source, Dawa Gyaltshen had seven children, the eldest one
being Pema Thinley, the first Gangteng Trulku. Pema Thinley was
born to Buthri, a daughter of the ruler of Chokhor valley, whom
Dawa Gyaltshen later passed on to Tenzin Drakpa, the first
incarnation of Pema Lingpa. It seems Tenzin Drakpa took Buthri as
his consort and became Pema Thinley’s foster parent. More shall be
said on this in the biography of Pema Thinley."* Dawa Gyaltshen’s
middle son Tenpai Nyima is said to have married the daughter of
Chumey Dung and started the Prakhar establishment while another
son Kunga Gyaltshen is said to have given rise to the religious
nobilities of Gagar and Taktsherla in Tongsa district. According to
Lama Sa-ngag, his youngest son Deva Tsendra is said to have had
three children, who died young.

The Biography mentions a son named Deva six times but
gives us no other information apart from him being an heir in whom
Dawa Gyaltshen held high hopes. This, we see, in the anecdote
about the biographer accidentally touching Dawa Gyaltshen’s penis
while offering an ointment. The biographer remarks that the cute
organ has done its job in producing an heir of strong resemblance.
To this, Dawa Gyaltshen adds that he is pleased by the remarks and
expects Deva to be even greater than himself." However, it is in
Pema Thinley’s biography that we learn that Deva Tsendra is an
older brother of Pema Thinley from whom the latter even received
teachings. Much later, Pema Thinley is said to have given teachings
to the incarnation of Deva.

2 Ibid., p.
13 See Tshultrim Dorji (2015).
4 See Biography, p.
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In the Biography, we find an informal list of his children
including Deva Tsendra, Lhakyi and Kungazom, and repeated
mention of his eldest grandson (343%) Gyepa and also of Wangdi,
Rakhyi and Lhatsun who were probably his grandchildren. Dawa
Gyaltshen remarks that he took good care of Gyepa and his siblings
born to their mother Paljor, who is probably the daughter of
Chumey Dung and wife of Dawa Gyaltshen’s middle son, because
they are mentioned in the prophecy of Sherab Mebar and one other
prophecy. Besides Paljor, we also find repeated mention of Thara,
who is also a mother but we don’t know exactly whose mother
Paljor and Thara are. Apart from these scanty passing remarks, there
is very little information we can glean from the Biography to tell
anything substantive about his family. However, it seems Dawa
Gyaltshen was an attentive family man as we see him accompanied
by his family members in many of his religious tours.

In contrast, the Biography provides fairly good information
about Dawa Gyaltshen’s religious milieu. Among his leading
disciples are Chogyal Rinchen Phuntsho (1509-1557), the eminent
hierarch of Drigung Kagyu tradition and Mikyo Dorje (1507-1554),
the 8th Karmapa, Sakya Dagchen Sonam Wangpo (1559-1621),
Sodogpa Lodoe Gyaltshen (1552-1624), Trulku Chogden Gonpo
(1497-15577?), the incarnation of Dorji Lingpa and Tenzin Drakpa
(1536-97), the immediate incarnation of Pema Lingpa. Others
include Dechen Lingpa, Drungdrung Rinchen Choedor, Terton
Ngawang Drakpa of Hephu, Tertén Tshering Dorji of Dongkarla,
Trulku Tenzin Norbu, the incarnation of Chogden Gonpo, Do-ngag
Lingpa and Trulku Chogyal Dhondup. During his long career as
religious figure, Dawa Gyaltshen met and gave religious sermons to
a large number of people.

Dawa Gyaltshen also had a significant following among the
political figures of his time in the areas he visited. He frequently
visited and conducted rituals for the rulers of southern, central and
western Tibet including the prefect of Lhalung, the political masters
at Taklung, Nagartse, Nedong, Chingwa Taktse, Lhunpodzong,
Lhotoe and Gungthang. Perhaps, Dawa Gyaltshen’s highest lay
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patron was the Rinpungpa ruler of Tibet, Ngawang Jigdrak
(1482-15657?), who invited him to Shigatse, offered him hospitality
which, according to the biographer, ‘put even celestial luxuries to
embarrassment’,"” and received many teachings from him. To the
east, Dawa Gyaltshen enjoyed the patronage of King Jophak Darma
and his hiers. He visited the Mon areas of Laog Yulsum twice in his
life and also extracted a treasure from the area.

Dawa Gyaltshen’s influence on the local political figures of
Bumthang and other areas of central Bhutan are far from clear. It
seems Dawa Gyaltshen fell out seriously with Karma Zilnon, the
ruler of Chokhor. We see two instances of this rupture in the
Biography and also in the biography of Pema Thinley.'® The Chokhor
ruler is said to have led his men and invaded Prakhar to challenge
Dawa Gyaltshen but his troops withdrew after they saw the place
filled with soldiers as a result of Dawa Gyaltshen’s magical powers.
Jatshon Mebar comments that due to this the people of Chokhor did
not dare antagonize and make war against Chumey despite their ill
feelings. We see the second case after Dawa Gyaltshen passed away
in Tibet. His body was brought to Prakhar but his people had to take
caution while passing through the Chokhor valley and not halt for
the night until they reached the Kikila pass. There is no account of
why Dawa Gyaltshen fell out with the ruler of Chokhor but we may
assume that the enmity may have arisen after Dawa Gayltshen’s
relationship with Buthri, the daughter of former Chokhor ruler and
sister of Karma Zilnon, came to an end.

Spiritual life and legacies

While there is hardly any doubt that his status as a son of the great
treasure discoverer Pema Lingpa would have contributed to his
social standing, Dawa Gyaltshen’s preeminence among both

15 Tbid., . ....
16 See Tshultrim Dorje (2015), p. ....
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religious and political figures of his day seem to have come about
primarily as a result of his own spiritual qualifications. Dawa
Gyaltshen was a treasure discoverer, distinguished lama and public
figure by his own right. Although he was not particularly an
intelligent person,'” Dawa Gyaltshen was an accomplished spiritual
master. His biography is filled with accounts of how, even as a child,
Dawa Gyaltshen performed miracles and manifested signs of
spiritual distinction.

His birth was already preempted by prophecies that Pema
Lingpa will have three sons who are incarnations of the Buddhas of
wisdom, compassion and power and also a son who is an
incarnation of the deity Hayagriva, the wrathful form of
Avalokitesvara. Such predictions were cited by no less a figure than
the 7th Karmapa Chodra Gyatsho (1454-1506). When the eminent
Drigung master Chogyal Rinchen Phuntsho met Dawa Gyaltshen,
he saw in the body of Dawa Gyaltshen three figures of the human
form of Dawa Gyaltshen, the peaceful Buddha Avalokiteshvara and
the wrathful deity Hayagriva overlapping and penetrating each
other but neither of them obstructing the other two. Most of
disciples and patrons seems to have viewed Dawa Gyaltshen as an
incarnation of this Buddha. Thus, Dawa Gyaltshen was attributed
with supernatural qualities and abilities.

According to Jatshon Mebar’s account, Dawa Gyaltshen left
numerous hand and foot prints on rocks, made grains grow and
blossom miraculously during his religious cremonies, kept a cup
hanging in the air during a feast in Chel, created magical army to
repel his enemies in Chumey and predicted arrival of Drigung
Rinchen Phuntsho while in Tibet, to mention a few examples. When
he was visiting and teaching in the palace of the Rinpungpa ruler in
Tibet, he is said to manifested his presence also in cave in Bhutan.

17 Terdag Lingpa (n.d), p, 152v.
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As a terton, Dawa Gyaltshen first discovered a statue of
Vajrapani and a sealed skull containing sacred substances near the
medicinal spring in Chel after receiving instructions from his father
in a dream. He later also revealed from Naringdra below Chel the
holy substances which would help repel Mongol hordes. In
Domtshangrong in Tawang region, he discovered a statue of
Manjusri and in Paro Taktshang, he received Yeshe Tshogyal’s pen.
It was particularly for his discovery of the substance to avert Mongol
invasions that Dawa Gyaltshen became a lama who was much
sought after in Tibet. Soon after this discovery, Chogden Gonpo
organized a major ceremony in the palace of king of Gungthang and
solicited contributions and support from all major Tibetan leaders.
Dawa Gyaltshen was invited to conduct the ritual, which he did
successfully. The ceremony concluded causing untimely thunder
and lightning as omens that the magical power to repel Mongol
forces has been fully harnessed.

If Dawa Gyaltshen’s reputation for expulsion of Mongol
forces took him far and wide and gave him access to the great
leaders of the region, he effectively used the opportunity to promote
and spread the teachings of his father, Pema Lingpa. Dawa
Gyaltshen was certainly the unrivalled heir to Pema Lingpa’s
spiritual legacy in his days. We see this preempted in the Biography
early in his life in the accounts of Pema Lingpa’s final moments.'
Pema Lingpa predicted that after his death, a turquoise coloured
female divinity, the size of a fist, would rise out of his crown and
may either disappear into the space or dissolve into the heir of
destiny. Jatshon Mebar states that when Dawa Gyaltshen mourned
Pema Lingpa’s approaching demise by placing the right hand of the
latter on his crown, he had an experience of the turquoise coloured
divinity dissolving into him through his crown. Jatshon Mebar also

'8 See Biography, p.
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adds that Dawa Gyaltshen received the heart relic (%3228 from

Pema Lingpa in a dream.

The account of the turquoise colour divinity in the
autobiography of Pema Lingpa does not mention anything about it
dissolving into Dawa Gyaltshen. It is highly implausible that Dawa
Gyaltshen was singled out from among the sons of Pema Lingpa as
the main spiritual heir during the lifetime of Pema Lingpa. We can
surmise that the addition is made here in this Biography as a way of
making the claim that Dawa Gyaltshen is the legitimate spiritual
heir of Pema Lingpa. The application of the title Thugse or heart-son
to Dawa Gyaltshen also suggests that by the middle of Dawa
Gyaltshen’s life, he was certainly the unmatched successor to Pema
Lingpa’s spiritual and religious works.

Whether or not Dawa Gyaltshen was the chosen heir, he
certainly became the most prominent custodian and promoter of
Pema Lingpa’s teachings, which she spread during his religious
tours. Dawa Gyaltshen generally followed the footsteps of Pema
Lingpa but in some cases, his travels took him beyond the places
frequented by his father. He travelled profusely in the southern
regions of Tibet and his journeys to meet eminent Tibetan figures
took him also to Lhasa and Ngari. Locally, he travelled widely in
Bumthang, Kurtoe and Mangde districts on his religious missions.
He also visited Kheng region and is said to have built a temple in
Tali. The writings of Pema Lingpa were first published from the
xylographic blocks in Kunzangdra commissioned by him. Like
Pema Lingpa, Dawa Gyaltshen also engaged in resolving public
disputes, on one occasion even spending seven months in Tibet
mediating between the rulers of Nagartse and Lhodrak who were in
conflict.

Dawa Gyaltshen also had a good following in western
Bhutan. His visits to the Ngenlung region including Phobjikha, Shar
and Punakha areas attracted huge crowds to receive blessings. On
such occasions, he was often put on an elevated throne and the
devotees made to walk underneath the seat to receive blessings. In
return for his teachings, he was offered herds of cattle and horse and

great amount of textiles and grains. Dawa Gyaltshen was also
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invited to Paro by his disciples including the two well known tertdns
of this area: Ngawang Drakpa of Hephu and Tshering Dorji of
Dongkarla. He is said to have given one of the footprints he left on a
rock to Ngawang Drakpa, who preserved it in Lholingkha temple."

However, the main legacy of Dawa Gyaltshen is the Prakhar
establishment, which is believed to have been built partially by
humans during the day and by spirits at night.** The spirits are said
to have appeared to the people as monkeys and thus the temple was
called Prakhar (§%®<) or Monkey Castle. However, it is not clear in

our available sources whether it was Dawa Gyaltshen or his son,
Tenpai Nyima, who founded the seat after receiving the instruction
to build the temple on that spot in a vision. It is also not clear
whether it was Dawa Gyaltshen or his son who was married to a
daughter of the Chumey Dung, the local chieftain who claimed
descent from Tibetan royalty.

One thing we can say with certainty based on information in
the Biography is that Prakhar was well established as the seat of
Dawa Gyaltshen by the time of his death. Dawa Gyaltshen has
already built the Gongte Sergyi Lhakhang and his family members
including his son Deva Tsendra and eldest grandson Gyepa were
living there. In the centuries to come, Prakhar would become the
centre for his family line and Pema Lingpa’s religious tradition, both
of which would also gradually spread to other places. Dawa
Gyaltshen’s spiritual lineage continued in the following centuries
through his subsequent incarnations. The last and the 10t of his
incarnations passed away in 2010 after living most of his life in a
village not far from Prakhar.

As for the master himself, he died in Tibet in the autumn of
1586 at the age of 87 or at 88 according to local reckoning, on the way

1 This could be the footprint we can see today at either Yuthog Gonpa or
Dongkarla, both place being adjacent to Lholingkha village.
20 Lama Sa-ngag (2005), vol. 3, p. 61.

17



Introduction

to visit the Rinpungpa ruler of Tibet. Many unusual and spectacular
meteorological and natural signs are said to have occurred during
his death. His body was gradually transported from Thud in Tibet to
Prakhar in Bumthang along the ancient trade route through the
Chokhor valley. A large pack of dogs, believed to be emanation of
protector deities, are said to have come to receive his body at Kikila
pass between Chokhor and Chumey. Following the arrival of the
body, his family members and disciples carried out elaborate
funerary ceremonies. As a part of tribute to the great parent and
master, a large statue of the Buddha was created by Newari artists
and the wall paintings of the Gongted Sergyi Lhakhang were also
commissioned under the supervision of Gyepa and Deva Tsendra
and largely sponsored by Ama Paljor. The artist was Paljor.
Simultaneously, the Changlochen temple in Tali was also finished
with its art work carried out by one Samdrub.

Jatshon Mebar provides a complete list of these art works as
well as a plenty of other very useful ethnographic information on
the religious and social culture of Bumthang in Dawa Gyaltshen’s
time. In addition to being a highly poetic, philosophical and
eulogistic account of his master’s life written for a purely
soteriological purpose, the Biography is rich in both historical and
religious information although a historian is kept yearning for dates
and some sense of chronological structure. Jatshon Mebar
completes his twenty-one chapter hagiography of his master with a
beautiful exhortation for us to read the accounts of his master’s
enlightened life story. I render the first four verses here.

This biography is a tree of enlightenment
Thriving with branches and leaves of compassion.
Its flower and fruits of blessings are mellow.
Enjoy the produce, O Fortunate One!

This biography is a store of gems

Filled with treasures of wholesome goods.
There is no exhaustion of desirable things.
Enjoy the luxuries, O Fortunate One!
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This biography is a fertile field

Where crops of faith and conviction grow.
The harvest of two-fold purpose is ready
Enjoy the celebration, O Fortunate One!

This biography is a goddess of letters
Beautified by attires of historical words.

She is bewitching, with sense matching simile.
Win her as a partner, O Fortunate One!
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19 SD and Sumra: TR
107 Sumra: &Y This is obviously an error.
105 SD and Sumra: 2 a5Rags

109 SD; ¥

110 SD and Sumra; 8%
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111 SD has 5" which should be ¥. Sumra omits 3]
112 §D and Sumra: 8%

113 SD and Sumra: &

114 SD and Sumra: W&, passim.

"> SD and Sumra: §¥

116 SPD and Sumra: qﬁﬁ%‘“@'

17 SD and Sumra;: ¥
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1S Sumra; SRR

119 SD has 98237, but Sumra has corrected this by deleting &
120 SD and Sumra; TR

121 SD and Sumra: ¥§5¥=F

122 SD and Sumra: 353, passim.

138D and Sumra: T&
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124 SD and Sumra: q\"\/‘“"‘a’
125 §D and Sumra; ¥&&
126 SD and Sumra: 3?3

127 Sumra: ;’\/E
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128 SD and Sumra: f5IYRS
129 Sumra; “§S
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130 SD has X835

131 SD and Sumra: &&=
132 §D and Sumra: &
133 SD and Sumra: 35|
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134 SD and Sumra: 37, this is either F¥§FIY which would be light/flame of the
teachings, or "§§%&Y or ¥FGY which would be end/last phase of the
teachings.

135 SD and Sumra: ¥4

136 SD and Sumra: X%

137 SD and Sumra: ¥

138 Sumra; S|
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"% SD and Sumra: S§¥

140 Sumra: Ngﬁ'ng"&“'{ 3837 Sumra breaks after ¥ coincing with a page break
on SD. This may indicate that the Sumra version was copied from SD or a
similar version with a page break here, which the Sumra scribe mistook it for
sentence break.

141 SD and Sumra: 5

42 SD and Sumra: S|
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143 §D and Sumra: ¥5%
144 SD and Sumra: ¥<
145 SD and Sumra: &
146 D §
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147 Sumra; 3

148 SD and Sumra: ﬁ & passim.

149 SD omits 3 thus making the metre of the verse incomplete.
150 SD and Sumra: ngma-, passim.

151 SD and Sumra: qﬁ“‘“’

152§D and Sumra; *_{%
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153 SD and Sumra: 23

154 Both SD and Sumra appear to have mistakenly omitted the final word 9%,
which is inferred from the rest of the citation and inserted here. This proves,
further to the evidence below, that Sumra is based on SD version or a redaction
based on it.

155 T suspect the text is corrupted here. Both the versions have omitted probably
a line or more, interrupting the verse composition. It is most likely that the text

runs as follows: E’%ﬁ'g“'%&N'“13“15"‘2534""3'“%’\} - X"E"\""N'@Nﬁ'\ﬁ'ﬂgx'&'aﬁ"‘l [REET
&gq'c\q,q'?fm'?fﬁ'&'&qqx] 1

156 SD and Sumra: &
157 SD and Sumra: %

158 SD and Sumra: $39EX
159 SD and Sumra; NI~
160 §D:
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161 SD and Sumra; NI~
162 Sumra omits ¥

163 Sumra; 8

164 Sumra: E“T
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165 SD and Sumra; &8s

166 SD and Sumra: YT, passim.

167 SD and Sumra: 5, passim.

168 SD and Sumra: 329, passim.

169 Sumra: 379~, SD had this error but was improved later to 373
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170 SD and Sumra: 335, passim.
171 SD and Sumra;: S5, passim.
172 Sumra; &

173 Sumra; &<28§
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249 SD omits &% here making the reading difficult but Sumra adds this as

amendment. It again shows the Sumra is based on SD but improved.
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27 Both SD and Sumra have \‘;ﬂ“""' but it is difficult to make any sense out of
this. Perhaps, there is an orthographic error here and e i a mistaken
transcription of its homonym Fayer
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29 SD and Sumra: &%
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265 SD and Sumra: 3
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266 SPD and Sumra: 3~

267 SD and Sumra: 3%
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269 SD and Sumra;: ¥
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271 SD and Sumra; 3883

272 Suymra has 5% instead of =T
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273 Both versions have N¥%T but there is no ¥¥% in the sexagenary cycle.
Thus I have corrected this to N%‘Sﬂ'

274 SD and Sumra; ®¥

275 SD and Sumra: §7
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276 Both SD and Sumra have 3753, perhaps a sign of the scribes trying to read
this as ﬁﬁ% but it does not agree & which follows. So, it must be just ’\aﬁ “but
a while ago”. Similar cases are found below.

277 8D and Sumra: 9=

278 SD and Sumra: &
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279 SD and Sumra: £3%". T take this to be a corruption of ﬁﬁ"“'
280 SD and Sumra: ¥, passim.
281 SPD A& Sumra: &%

282 SD and Sumra: &‘\‘T‘i"
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28 SD and Sumra: &
284 SD and Sumra: 8%

84



gq«’g&’a'na'g\&rax]

Faagaad Hamgairggaditadia) 35nRsaqsia
QAP R fﬁ&t\m'@ﬁ'r}@«'@ﬁqa’] iq'?ﬁ'r\qa'y 5 &SRR
@ﬂ'{&'@'ﬁqa'] %’f\nq'&ﬁ';&«'@ﬁqa’g’qm'm:@q'EA\q gﬂ«'ﬁéﬁ"&?
gﬁ'&tmgﬁ'&a'r\qaﬁ'ﬁqmw FRATIAUEN T AFANEN] WY
4'@4\1'@N'{'g’@m'}f’\?@@!'éﬂ'Néf\'ﬁaq'lf&'ﬁ&"ﬁ?‘lﬁf\'{]‘

§QN;\N%QNiNi%;aﬁgéﬂqﬂ%ﬂﬁNgx 285 N'@é&'ﬂiﬂgﬂk\l'
2| §R’§ﬁ'&k’§m'@gqm'9544\1'.1:@'@N'ﬁ&'@ﬂ'ﬁ«'ﬁfqma?ﬂ g

a~

aLe AT A a a_ A
ay 'ﬂﬂ RN "7@4\1 RR'N'INN 6‘“ R?ﬁﬂ ‘& ‘\TJ ‘2'4\']'4\1 K| ‘\’\] m'ﬂ" ’\R'&! ’\

{

q&'r\r\n'rﬁ %&N'@Q&xr\ua%«u'&gﬁﬁ&'&r&qﬂmu@qm&g&’%ﬂ
?\x'q@'n?i'nmm'ggw\r@a’qﬁmﬁmn?\'qm'q?q/r\'?ﬂ @'&rs«m’gﬁ'
PRRy R TAARRFRA TR B AHR URAANARN 286 FNYR
S aRAl

%’ﬁ«gf@iﬂ:&'gﬂg [ AR E| TMERER 287 gq'ﬁ]'@'ma’wﬁ
§A’§zss1 RSN 6\1’%’3&1 G\m'isw@ﬂ'?fqm'aﬁfx'gm'nasm
&'ﬁ'@&m'&,&'ﬁwqgmqw mm%’&ﬂx&'qﬁﬂ Nm%’g&ﬁ'@u@quw

285 SD and Sumra: 3%

286 SD and Sumra: A&~

287 SD and Sumra: 9838

288 SD and Sumra: “3¥3RNY
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289 SD and Sumra: 38~
% SD and Sumra: <
291 SD and Sumra: 8%
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292 SD and Sumra: S35

*% SD and Sumra: <

294 SD and Sumra: 3j¥

2% SD and Sumra have 3% perhaps suggesting a tendency of central
Tibetan pronunciation. *¥ is often given where *" is the right particle, passim.
Another style suggesting influence of central Tibetan colloquail is used of 8,
a while ago.

29 SD and Sumra: A%. This is clearly an error made by the scribe. ¥ is often
wrongly inscribed as 5% in both versions due to the similarity of two in dbu
med.
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27 Both SD and Sumra have this. Perhaps this means having self-conciet and
doubt or may be it is a corruption of ﬁﬂ'\’\/ﬂ'

298 SD and Sumra: ¥§

299 SD and Sumra; 3

300 SPD and Sumra: §

301 SD and Sumra: ¥§

302 SD and Sumra; &

303 Measurement of the fist with upright thumb.
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304 SD and Sumra: <&
305 SD and Sumra: XS

3% SD and Sumra: X, passim.
307 §D q%&«m&' Sumra: q%a\wn&'gmm&'
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308 SD and Sumra: 33
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309 SD and Sumra: 835% passim.
319 SD and Sumra: “TREEEIGT
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311 SD and Sumra: &

312 SD and Sumra: PR

313 This is perhaps a word taken from local Bumthangkha, in which J¥='means
to loosen up or upheaval, especially in reference to cooked food.

314 Sumra omits &
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93



Biography of Thugse Dawa Gyaltshen

394 R RYRyEERRE @Ng’\’?@a’ﬁwﬁﬂﬁw FRAHA
[ 60\ NI TGN IR AN] R KRIR G F B 3T
{rzasPaagaEaagrasg Nﬁ'ﬂ%ﬂ'ﬂ“}'3&'3%'43’5{«'&?541'?@!\'
‘{ﬁ‘f&@’é&ﬂ@x‘%"r\qmﬁqmu‘g’r@w§§'52'\4\1'413'?& BR &g A garar
EFRRIFRYRIgY YRRy sryrRa ALy R GaaR
GEREYUTAR]  SRGAIR YR NA::!'%N'&?\'W'%'%&'
‘rﬁq&rﬁk\mg‘zqaaq'qq'nmém'@'qx'@qxgr\m'qw\'na'?ﬁ'g«'a@ﬂ'
RN ED gﬁ 18 HIRNA wagm HRYN aq&ﬂ BV ANCEEES
19 AT qgﬂ« AR @q qszq ¥ r\qu&x S @r\ G RER
RPN SRS R ANR TR GRAKYRHE] ARG AR A3
@'&”{&ng&' 320 qr‘i'%f&'@'ﬂ@ﬂ«'gqﬁm'ﬁm'gﬁq%'@wlgq%'qgﬁ
%"ﬁ@’@“"q’\%{gﬁ'&‘mq"’*"@’\' o ﬂ*gﬂ N'ﬁ'ﬂ“'ﬂ?’%@"ﬂ G
gxF| 1?ﬁk\t'gﬁ'&'iza'qx'af?{ﬁ'fﬂa'a:@ﬁqw RS L LR
ﬁ;&'ﬁ'ﬂ@q«'a@'m'?\m'?éa'r\qq&w’fq«nx‘qqa'] ?\'ﬁt\rqq'im’rg
AT §IAR] g&"k\’tqk\tmwaﬁ:rﬁ'&@wnx’é}’ﬁ]

17 SD and Sumra: I~
318 SD and Sumra: 334
319 SD and Sumra: 9838
320 SD and Sumra: S5~

94



gq«’g&’a'na'g\&rax]

6:1'ﬂ%ﬂ'g’%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ%«@&'@'r\gwgqm'%rq'h‘qﬁr\'qx'ai’mgw'

SRR [ vo‘\&r‘r@m'gﬁm'5q&mmaﬁéw'g'@qm'@x'i\@m'
aa'msw?\x'ﬁm's"ﬂ iﬂ"'q?q%ﬁan'%'?\x'w;'ngk\mw ;\N?ﬁ;
i ;&Ngﬂ'ﬂ&'ﬁ«'&gﬂﬁ'f\g’a’ﬂ'@uqq'@] r\'%'@r\'@m'r\qag&«'
‘fﬂ«'ﬁ&'ﬁ”ﬂ"&ﬂg&'qaﬁq'ﬁ&'@&'a@ wnﬁmﬁqm SIEEEEEES
qaa%@ﬂ@*%ﬁﬁ“ﬁgﬁﬁqﬂgﬁaﬁ‘§3RSQ'MN&*§§”§] NE
éx'qa'&xéfﬂ%q"c(tr\n'?\xﬁ%’r\'&éﬁ'%a’%q«'Ar@mngt\mw 7{'&@4}4‘1'
?J‘q%q'm'qm'@'E\N'ﬂ«@fﬂ@&'ﬁaﬂ ?\'fq'xa'@m'%m@'ﬁx'%ﬂm'
g«'ﬂ«&'ﬂ“}gﬂ«&xéﬂ @N'@N'ﬁg’&éﬁ"{ﬁgﬂ'r\qm'qqu'qqa'qﬂm'
AXAFREN| NG URAFRR S F AR gm'ma'ﬁk\r&?a’qxxﬁwgw
Zﬁr\'&z’rﬁar'ﬁqN’@R’&%ﬁnm&q @z:m]%q'&ﬁmm&'@m%’%'xﬁﬁ’m'
%’%'@R’ﬁ«'@%’gﬁ'@m qm‘?\«%’%’iﬁ'&mwa{rg&w@«'@ﬁ«'wx
S&'@g«"g’«'iﬁr\nm'gm'aq'ﬂgw&'g{anxgﬁﬁ W:ﬁ%’fﬂg&'
rw'@an'qaq'qﬁw'ﬁ'G\?fm'@':15&'44\1'%3’@@'4«55«@1 qqm'ﬁm'?\'
%’\g“@ﬂ"\q’*m'ﬂﬁqw't\'@ﬁ'ﬁ 2 \‘gﬁxm'ﬁ'\‘{"\ﬁﬂ ﬁmmﬁ'ﬂ%ﬂ'
rﬁﬁng:&!ﬁx’szﬁqgﬂ"m' Fan AN }\’&mmxsz@'a&éxﬁa"qaﬁ?fq
ﬁk’qm'qﬁﬁ'qqa'qa'¥1 {W'@ﬂ"'ﬁk\lﬁﬁ'@ﬂl\mﬂaﬂ'ﬁm\!'{q [CR SR

321 §D: &% Sumra: 4%

322 SD and Sumra: 2

323 This is probably ~%%&% in Mangde district.
324 SD and Sumra: 85T
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326 SD and Sumra: 3%, passim.
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351 There is something missing before &, perhaps &, §3, etc.
352 SD and Sumra; FRagGR%

333 SD and Sumra: ¥

334 SD and Sumra: &%

335 SD and Sumra: §
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3% SD and Sumra: 95399 553" is probably a typographic error of ¥ as
they look similar in dbu med script. SLG T certainly another rendering of gy
“ﬁﬁ“l or 5"\‘{‘“]' we find elsewhere. Here 5\"\‘{’“1' @'\‘{“W' and “ﬁ'ﬁ“}' are rendered as @ﬁ'
LGR passim. From the context, it is clear that the area is the modern Shar valley
in Wangdiphodrang district. Traditional Bhutanese historians add that the m/
log/ men log people are soldiers from Tibet who choose to ‘not return’ (54'5“1') to
Tibet and settled in this region.

357 SD and Sumra: ?85. It is not clear what this object is but it is probably an
archaic term for cookies made from flour or beaten rice.

3% SD and Sumra: 'S This is probably bamboo bowls containing food
items, particularly rice. There are traditional containers called ¥ 3" and S=&&
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359 The sentences describing the physique of the Menlog people here are not
entirely clear but one gets the gist of them being tall and handsome.
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3 SD and Sumra: Sg58<
361 SD and Sumra: ¥&%
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